
THESE CREATIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN DEVISED TO 
ENABLE YOUR CLASS TO ENGAGE WITH THE EXHIBITION - WE WILL 
HAVE CLIPBOARDS AVAILABLE, JUST BRING ALONG PAPER AND PENCILS 
AS APPROPRIATE FOR THE ACTIVITIES YOU CHOOSE.  

Kirkby Gallery Activity Pack for Schools 
Northern Stone and Peat Smoke Exhibition 

There are four different activity sheets to bring the exhibition to life: 
1 Stories of the landscape - creative writing tasks inspired by the artworks  
2 Creatures in their habitats - studying and drawing wildlife as featured in the exhibition 
3 Take a closer look - taking time to looking closer at the details in the artworks 
4 Landscapes through the seasons - understanding and drawing the effects of the seasons 

Activity 3, Take a closer look is a fun observation exercise available featuring details of
artworks for pupils to identify - we will provide the special pens and wipe-clean sheets for 
this activity on request. 

Wherever you see this symbol, it means you can finish off this activity at school or 
home, as there may be further learning opportunities.  

Wherever you see this symbol, it is a prompt to draw or write something in response 
to a question.  

This symbol is to encourage pupils to use their imagination and really think about the 
question or task and not rush their answer. 

About your visit 
Kirkby Gallery is on the first floor of The Kirkby Centre and is accessed via stairs or a lift. 
There is an accessible toilet and also a Changing Places facility. 

Self-led visits are free but please make sure that you have booked your slot so that we can 
have clipboards ready for you and check that there isn’t a clash with another group!  

Our Teacher First preview event is on Thursday 16 May, 3.45-4.30pm, and offers a great 
opportunity to familiarise yourself with the exhibition ahead of your visit and to complete 
your own risk assessment - although we have our own in place which you will receive when you 
book your visit, you are responsible for your group getting to and from the Gallery. 

If you are coming by coach, you can be picked up and dropped off right outside at Kirkby Bus 
Station. Mini bus parking can be arranged for just £1.20: contact tina.ball@knowsley.gov.uk 



1  Stories of the landscape 
ANTHONY’S LANDSCAPES ARE VERY ATMOSPHERIC.  LOOK CAREFULLY AND 
CHOOSE ONE THAT YOU FEEL YOU CAN WRITE CREATIVELY ABOUT ... 

Northern Stone and Peat Smoke 
by Anthony Ratcliffe 

Creative writing link: You could continue working on your creative writing at school or home - 
can you add more detail or maybe illustrate your story or poem? 

Your piece of writing could be in the form of a story, poem, storyboard or a 
description. Make sure you write down the title of the artwork your story is based on. 

Will it be a fairy tale or an adventure? Will it be sad, funny or scary? Who is it 
about?  Think about the setting. What is the weather like? What can you hear, smell, 
feel? What might happen next? The most important thing is to use your imagination! 
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Something that is ATMOSPHERIC makes you feel a certain way by creating a mood or atmosphere. 



2  Creatures in their habitats 
ANTHONY’S WORK FOCUSES ON THE LANDSCAPE AND OFTEN INCLUDES 
THE ANIMALS AND BIRDS HE SEES WHEN HE’S OUT IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
LOOK AROUND THE EXHIBITION TO SEE HOW MANY YOU CAN FIND. 

Northern Stone and Peat Smoke 
by Anthony Ratcliffe 

Science link: Back at school or at home, look at the different wildlife in the school grounds or your 
garden and see how many different plants, animals and birds you can find. You might be surprised! 

What is your favourite type of animal or bird? What does it eat? Is it a predator or 
prey? Where is it in the food chain? Where does it live? 

Write a few sentences about your creature, then draw it in its natural habitat  
(the environment or home of a bird, animal or plant in the wild). 

What other animals, birds or plants might you see in Great Britain? They could be found 
in your garden, local park, in a river, on moorland, in woodlands, up a mountain or at the 
coast. How can you help to protect and care for wildlife and their habitats? 

This bird is called ... This bird is called ... 

This animal is called ... 

This animal is called ... 



3  Take a closer look 
IF YOU TAKE THE TIME TO REALLY LOOK AT EACH ARTWORK YOU MAY 
NOTICE INTERESTING DETAILS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED! 

Northern Stone and Peat Smoke 
by Anthony Ratcliffe 

Look carefully at all the artworks in the exhibition - can you find each of the details 
below.  When you find each one, write the title of the artwork under each one. 

Creative activity: Choose 3 of the above images and either draw a picture or write a story/poem 
which includes the 3 you have chosen. 



4  Landscapes through the seasons 
LANDSCAPES CAN LOOK DIFFERENT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. CHOOSE 
ONE OF ANTHONY’S ARTWORKS AND SEE IF YOU CAN WORK OUT WHAT 
SEASON IT WAS CREATED IN, USING THE CLUES IN THE IMAGE.  

Northern Stone and Peat Smoke 
by Anthony Ratcliffe 

How does the landscape change through the seasons? How might this be shown in a 
picture? Think about the weather, light, colour, trees, leaves, buds, flowers etc. 

Draw your version of the landscape you have chosen - show how it would look in each 
season. You could divide your page into 4 areas like the example below, or use separate 
pieces of paper if you would like to draw each of your season scenes bigger. If you’re 
worried you won’t have time, concentrate on doing drawings of just 2 different seasons. 

spring summer 

autumn winter 

Creative writing link: Write a story set during your favourite season - think about what happens 
at that time of year, why do you like this season more than the others? 


